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in the colonel alanna nash the author of golden girl the story of jessica savitch explores in
depth the amazing story of colonel tom parker the man behind the legend and the myth of
elvis presley the result is a book that reads like the most riveting of real life detective stories
one that will completely change your view of presley s life success and death while scores of
books have been written about elvis presley this is the first meticulously researched
biography of tom parker written by someone who knew him personally and for anyone truly
interested in the performer many consider the greatest and most influential of the twentieth
century it is impossible to understand how elvis came to be such a phenomenon without
examining the life and mind of parker the man who virtually controlled elvis s every move
alanna nash has been covering the story of elvis presley and colonel tom parker since the
day of presley s funeral in memphis tennessee she was the first journalist allowed to view
presley s body a compelling and surprising sight but the profile of parker attending the
funeral in a hawaiian shirt and a baseball cap was even stranger and led her to investigate
the man behind the myth it has been known for twenty years that thomas andrew parker was
in fact born in holland as andreas cornelis van kuijk but nash has dug much deeper and in a
masterpiece of reporting unearthed never before seen documents including parker s army
records and psychiatric evaluations and the original police report of an unsolved murder
case in holland that lies at the heart of the parker mystery in the process of weighing the
evidence she answers the biggest riddle in the history of the music industry as it becomes
clear that every move parker made in the handling of elvis presley from why he never
allowed elvis to perform in europe to why he didn t halt elvis s drug use to why he put him in
so many mediocre movies and even the colonel s direction of presley s army career was
designed to protect parker s own secrets filled with startling new material her book
challenges even the most familiar precepts of the presley saga everything we presumed
about parker s handling of the world s most famous entertainer must now be reevaluated in
the light of information nash reveals about parker who cared little for presley beyond what
the singer could do to bolster the colonel s precarious position as an illegal alien elvis
presley as one of parker s unwitting victims paid a major price for the colonel s past and his
overwhelming need to be more important than his client as a result presley was never
allowed to reach his potential and died in drug induced frustration over his stunted and
mismanaged career in this astonishing impeccably written and vastly entertaining book nash
proves that the only figure in american popular culture as fascinating as elvis presley is
colonel tom parker the man who shaped elvis who in turn helped shape us

almost the only indisputable fact about colonel tom parker is that he was the manager of the
greatest performer in popular music elvis presley his real name wasn t tom parker indeed he
wasn t an american at all but a dutch immigrant called andreas van kujik and he certainly
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wasn t a proper military colonel he purchased his title from a man in louisiana but while the
colonel has long been acknowledged as something of a charlatan this book is the first to
reveal the extraordinary extent of the secrets he concealed and the consequences for the
career and ultimately the life of the star he managed as alanna nash prodigious research has
discovered the colonel left holland most probably because at the age of twenty he
bludgeoned a woman to death entering the us illegally he then enlisted in the army as tom
parker but with supreme irony for someone later styling himself as colonel parker s military
career ended in desertion and discharge after a psychiatrist had certified him as a
psychopath he then became a fairground barker working sideshows with a zeal for small
scale huckstering and the casual scam that never left him and by the height of elvis s success
parker had become a pathological gambler who at the same time as he was taking amazingly
a full 50 of presley s earnings frittered away all his wealth in the casinos of las vegas as nash
shows therefore the often baffling trajectory of elvis presley s career makes perfect sense
once the secret imperatives of the colonel s life are known parker never booked presley for a
tour of europe because of the dark secret that ensured he himself could never return there
even at his most famous elvis was still being booked to play out of the way towns in north
carolina because the former fairground barker who shamelessly negotiated as such even
with top record company and film executives knew them from his days on the circus circuit
and elvis was trapped playing years of arduous seasons in las vegas two shows nightly seven
days a week until boredom and despair brought on the excessive drug use that killed him
because for parker he was an open chit whose huge earnings prevented his manager s losses
at the gambling tables being called in alanna nash knew parker towards the end of his life
and has now uncovered the whole story improbable shocking and never less than
compelling of how this larger than life man made and then unmade popular music s first and
greatest superstar

based on unprecedented original research and interviews with insiders this authoritative
investigative biography of colonel tom parker 1909 1997 elvis presley s lifelong manager
includes new revelations and insights into the music industry s most notorious and
mysterious manager investigative journalist and music writer james | dickerson looks at
topics such as parker s illegal entry into the united states his work as a carny with royal
american shows and his management of country singer eddy arnold his partnership with
hank snow and how he manipulated elvis presley and his family to seize control of the singer
s career destroying career in the process the book which covers parker s life and career from
birth to his death examines parker s greed his indebtedness to behind the scenes players in
las vegas his gambling addiction and his fear of deportation played a role in ruining elvis s
career because colonel parker was always there with elvis gazing ominously over his
shoulder the book presents behind the scenes glimpses of the entertainer s career that you
will read nowhere else thanks in part to the author s personal and professional relationship
with elvis s first guitarist scotty moore with whom the author wrote two revealing books

colonel tom a parker the chief potentate of show business by darrin lee memmer features
groundbreaking content from the colonel s for the record interview with 2 astute take no
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prisoners criminal investigators mr e | hutchinson jr and mr david mcgriff from the shelby
county district attorney general s office rest assured that this is no whitewash or rose colored
approach to biography rather the most contemporaneously rich fair minded engaging
collection of material about col parker to be assembled so for the 1st time in your life you
have an opportunity to soak up a tsunami of never before published quotes by players such
as mac davis sam thompson billy goldenberg john hartmann hal blaine bones howe john
wilkinson grelun landon yvonne craig steve binder minnie pearl sam katzman oscar davis ron
jacobs red west j schilling joe pasternak henri lewin freddy beinstock j leiber marty harrell jo
walker hubert long johnny rivers pete johnson bill bixby and of course the chief potentate
general de gaulle and the colonel as told by singer presents elvis producer director steve
binder the colonel in my estimation is the wizard in the wizard of oz he is frank morgan the
guy hiding behind a big black velour with lots of gadgets and neon signs lighting up and all
and he s putting on the whole world the colonel tells this fantastic story he used to get calls
from all over about elvis performing for troops and he gets a long distance phone call from
general de gaulle who has an interpreter on the line then de gaulle s interpreter says the
general would like elvis to perform for the french army the colonel says you got it but there is
only one thing he said i have to charge general de gaulle the exact same amount of money to
perform for the french army as i would charge president eisenhower to have elvis perform
for the american army de gaulle s interpreter tells de gaulle and then says the general would
like to know how much and the colonel says three hundred and fifty thousand dollars 350
000 the colonel hears de gaulle say in english that s a lot of f ckin money highlights 1
uncovered the i do drugs quote attributed to elvis via colonel is erroneous col parker s actual
words to the criminal investigators quoting ep i don ti don t do drugs i don tidon t tell you
what to do with your personal life i don t interfere with it i don t want you to get involved with
my personal life colonel no disrespect 1a so sadly for 25 years superfans like geoffrey
mcdonnell have been led astray 2 the most comprehensive presentation of the guardian ad
litem s amended report blanchard e tual vs colonel thomas a parker the rca masters buy out
to appear in a biography 3 sam thompson colonel was cursing some of these doctors and
considering selling ep s contract 4 fifteen pages of fascinating singer presents elvis
reflections vast majority unpublished by steve binder bones howe and billy goldenberg 5 a
little doggie in danger the engaging account originally appeared in elvis monthly and is
courtesy of mr todd slaughter and the oepfc of great britain url elvispresleyfanclub co uk 6
grelun landon no apologist the colonel didn t know about the pills during the mgm days this
is pertinent to ein s excellent spotlight article entitled the dark side of colonel parker 7 the
wrecking crew s hal blaine elvis asked me to go to las vegas for his first big opening i turned
down 10 000 for the month 8 the fecc elvis forum has its jack valentine script mystery solved
the university of memphis s preservation and special collections mississippi valley collection
which include the trailblazing research interviews conducted by jerry hopkins charles c
thompson ii and james p cole made this book honoring marie francis parker possible
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